The following P apers were read :-I. " The C ultural E volution of Cyclamen latifolium (S ib th .)." B y W . T. Thiselton D yer, C.M.G., C .I.E ., F .R .S . On the occasion of the discussion on " V ariation in P la n ts and Animals," which, took place on F ebruary 25, 1895, it occurred to me th a t it m ight be useful to give an illustration of th e am ount of change which had been effected in a p lan t by continuous selection under cultivation in a comparatively short time. I, therefore, placed upon th e table an example of the wild and of the cultivated form of th e garden " cin e ra ria " (C. cruenta). The choice of this species was purely accidental. I t was, however, violently im pugned. I t vras contended th a t the garden cineraria was not th e result of the development of a single species, b u t th a t it was of multiple origin, and the resu lt of the intercrossing of several. I t was fu rth er contended th a t its change from the wild form had not been gradual, b u t by discontinuous steps or " sports." N either contention seemed to me well founded. B ut 1 adm it that, owing to the lapse of tim e since the so-called " im provem ent " of the cineraria commenced, it is impossible to give formal proof th a t the process has been w hat I described. Mr. D arw in m et w ith the same difficulty. He rem arks : " W e know hardly anything about the origin or history
